
  

* Please note, an update on Cook County’s monkeypox response can be found beginning on 

page 5. Moving forward updates on monkeypox will be included in this report. 

  

 

August 1, 2022 

COVID Variants & Variant-Specific Vaccines  

The highly infectious Omicron BA.4 and BA.5 subvariants are continuing to spread rapidly across the 
country, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

These subvariants are better able to elude antibodies created by COVID vaccines and seem to spread 
faster and more easily than previous variants. People can become reinfected with the BA.5 variant in as 
little as four weeks. However, even while subvariants are causing more symptomatic infections, data is 
showing that persons who are vaccinated continue to have significantly lower rates of hospitalization and 
death than persons who are unvaccinated.  

CCH and CCDPH are continuing to encourage everyone to take personal protective measures, including 
staying up-to-date on their booster shots and to wearing a high-quality face mask when in close proximity 
to others.  

Both Pfizer and Moderna are working on developing variant-specific vaccines that provide enhanced 
protection against BA.4 and BA.5. The U.S. has agreed to purchase more than 170 million doses of these 
vaccines, with the option to buy 300 million from each company pending additional funding from 
Congress. The variant-specific vaccines are expected to be available this fall.  

Patients can make appointments at for a COVID-19 vaccine or test at vaccine.cookcountyil.gov/info or by 
calling the CCH COVID Hotline at 833-308-1988. Individuals who test positive may also call the CCH 
COVID Hotline to be connected to a provider to assess their eligibility for COVID therapeutic treatments 
including Paxlovid and monoclonal antibodies.   

CCDPH Update  

Following the approval COVID-19 vaccines for children aged 6 months and older, Cook County 
Department of Public Health has been working to provide vaccinations to those young children.  CCDPH 
teams are reaching out to schools and childcare providers to offer on-site mobile clinics and alert that in-
home vaccination is also available for anyone 6 months old and older.  In collaboration with the Illinois 
Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, CCDPH is hosting webinars for providers focused on 
pediatric vaccination.  One was held on July 28, with representatives from Moderna and Pfizer reviewing 
information about pediatric clinical trials.  Dr. Katelyn Jetelina, author of a popular and well-respected 
blog and newsletter (“Your Local Epidemiologist”) will be the presenter for another webinar on pediatric 
COVID-19 vaccines on August 5th at noon. Those interested can register here.  

The CDC community level designation for all of Cook County is “high” community transmission. While 
case rates are comparable, CCDPH’s jurisdiction is in “medium” transmission because of lower rates of 
hospitalizations in our jurisdiction.  Data in the jurisdiction indicate vaccination continues to provide 
protection against hospitalization and death due to COVID-19. 

 

 

https://vaccine.cookcountyil.gov/info
https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_gY53BgGCRjeMZwPG1l1R-A&data=05%7C01%7Calexandra.normington%40cookcountyhhs.org%7Cd0b8ee570a3e455f0ef808da73ac485b%7C3b922295e886417faaa84e4c4f069d82%7C0%7C0%7C637949481030174382%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ogRsFhBkk8B%2B7zjm1IDNqGahD5XZqteGj3%2BUGxQtfKw%3D&reserved=0


  

 

According to the Illinois Department of Public Health                                             

As of July 28, 2022, 2,021,722 residents in CCDPH's jurisdiction (88.4%) have received at least one dose, 
including 1,531,872 individuals (67%) who have been fully vaccinated and 707,326 who have received a 
booster (46.2%).  
 

 
COVID-19 Case Counts 
 
CCDPH continues to monitor cases closely in suburban Cook County. CCDPH is in regular contact with 
CDPH and IDPH to discuss cases and potential mitigation strategies should the trends indicate the need.  

 

 
 
 
 
Total Shots Administered by Cook County Health (as 7/8/22) 
 

Total Persons 
Vaccinated 

First Dose Second Dose Booster (1st) Booster (2nd) 
Total 
Doses  

547,803 483,487 440,996 81,415 10,308 1,016,206 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
Upcoming Pop-Up/Mobile Sites 
 
Below is a list of mobile pop-up vaccination clinics scheduled for this month. The clinics listed as "open" 
are clinics that can be accessed by anyone in the community, while those that are "closed" are in settings 
where only those residents, employees, or service recipients are eligible for vaccine. These closed sites are 
not open to the public and typically short term unless otherwise noted.  This list includes sites operated by 
CCH and sites operated by CCDPH in partnership with others.  

 

Date Facility/Organization  Town Open/Closed 

8/2/2022 The Quinn Center Maywood open 

8/3/2022 United Christian Church 
Country Club 
Hills 

open 

8/5/2022 Seasons Community Outreach Services Markham open 

8/6/2022 New Faith Baptist Church Matteson open 

8/6/2022 
Wilkins Jr. High School: Back to School 
Bash (Township of Lyons) 

Justice open 

8/9/2022 
Lutheran Homes 

Arlington 
Heights 

closed 

8/9/2022 The Quinn Center Maywood open 

8/10/2022 United Christian Church 
Country Club 
Hills 

open 

8/11/2022 Kerry Melrose Park open 

8/11/2022 Plymouth Place Senior Living LaGrange Park closed 

8/12/2022 Seasons Community Outreach Services Markham open 

8/13/2022 Hispanic Access Foundation  Glenwood open 

8/13/2022 Redeeming Love Apostolic Church Matteson open 

8/13/2022 Seasons Community Outreach Services Robbins open 

8/13/2022 United Christian Church 
Country Club 
Hills 

open 

8/16/2022 The Quinn Center Maywood open 

8/17/2022 United Christian Church 
Country Club 
Hills 

open 

8/18/2022 Rincon Family Services Summit open 

8/19/2022 Seasons Community Outreach Services Markham open 



  

8/20/2022 
Glory of Divinity International Fellowship 
Organization 

Glenwood open 

8/20/2022 Life Church 
Chicago 
Heights 

open 

8/23/2022 The Quinn Center Maywood open 

8/24/2022 United Christian Church 
Country Club 
Hills 

open 

8/25/2022 Plymouth Place Senior Living LaGrange Park closed 

8/26/2022 Seasons Community Outreach Services Markham open 

8/27/2022 Hispanic Access Foundation  Glenwood open 

8/27/2022 Seasons Community Outreach Services Burnham open 

8/27/2022 United Christian Church 
Country Club 
Hills 

open 

8/28/2022 New Faith Baptist Church Matteson open 

8/30/2022 The Quinn Center Maywood open 

8/31/2022 United Christian Church 
Country Club 
Hills 

open 

9/2/2022 Seasons Community Outreach Services Markham open 

*City of Chicago events are supported through grant funding from the Chicago Department of Public Health.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Monkeypox Virus  

Monekypox virus (MPV) is part of the same family of viruses as variola virus, the virus that causes 
smallpox. MPV symptoms are similar to smallpox symptoms, but milder. While painful, monkeypox is 
rarely fatal, particularly in the United States.  

The 2022 outbreak of MPV has reached 77 counties and resulted in more than 20,000 cases across the 
globe. The World Health Organization declared monkeypox virus (MPV) a global health emergency on 
July 23, 2022.   

The MPV is spread by skin-to-skin contact, particularly intimate contact, prolonged exposure to an 
infected person’s respiratory droplets, or close contact with lesions/objects that have had contact with 
bodily lesions (e.g., linens, towels, dishes).  Symptoms include fever, body aches, swollen lymph nodes 
and a rash. Any person can get monkeypox, but 98 percent of the cases in this outbreak have been found 
in men who have sex with men. 

As of July 29, there were 326 cases of MPV in the City of Chicago and 31 cases of MPV in suburban Cook 
County.  The Cook County Department of Public Health (CCDPH) is tracking cases, conducting contact 
tracing, and providing technical assistance to healthcare providers in its jurisdiction.   

Supply of the FDA-approved MPV vaccine, Jynneos, remains limited and Cook County Health (CCH) is 
striving to prioritize vaccinating individuals who are at highest risk for contracting the virus. CCH is 
offering MPV screening and vaccination at the CORE Center on Chicago’s West side. CCH is working 
closely with the Chicago Department of Public Health and CCDPH to ensure clinical sites are prepared for 
MPV diagnostics, patient education, vaccination and treatment. CCH’s Infection Prevention Team has 
been educating health care providers about identifying and responding to MPV through in-person and 
virtual trainings, including training on sample and handling of lesions for molecular diagnostics. A 
custom Intranet page has been created to house all information about MPV for CCH staff.  

CCDPH staff are also working with other 
suburban hospitals, clinics, and 
pharmacies, to establish partnerships to 
provide vaccine in suburban 
communities.  CCDPH continues to receive 
limited supply of vaccine from the Strategic 
National Stockpile through the Illinois 
Department of Public Health.    

While any person can get MPV, MPV 
vaccine is not recommended for the general 
public. See the infographic for details on 
who is eligible for vaccination. 

CCH is offering monkeypox screenings and 
vaccinations by appointment. To make an 
appointment, call 312-572-4500 and press 
0.  

CCH and CCDPH continue to work to 
educate the public about MPV and will be 
developing a broader educational campaign 
in the coming weeks.  

CCDPH’s educational information can be found here: cookcountypublichealth.org/communicable-
diseases/monkeypox/  

https://cookcountypublichealth.org/communicable-diseases/monkeypox/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/communicable-diseases/monkeypox/


  

 

MPV Case at the Cook County Jail 

Last week, CCH along with the Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) and the Cook County 
Sherriff’s Office (CCSO) announced that a positive case of monkeypox was identified at the Cook County 
Jail. CCH and CCSO took swift action to mitigate potential spread of the virus as soon as the case was 
identified. The individual was immediately isolated and, out of an abundance of caution, the living unit 
was quarantined and monitored with daily screenings. 

Contact tracing is underway. We believe the risk to the general population at the jail, as well as staff, is low 
based on how the disease is transmitted. 

CCH is also working closely with the Chicago and Illinois Departments of Public Health and the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Following the CDC’s protocol, staff from CDPH came 
to the jail to offer education, testing and vaccination for eligible individuals. The CDC will also make an 
onsite visit, which is expected to assist in the development of CDC’s monkeypox protocols for congregate 
settings. 

It is important to remember that the population in the jail is a microcosm of the community. As such, it is 
reasonable to expect cases to appear within the jail. The individual is believed to have contracted the virus 
in the community prior to being ordered into custody at the jail. 
 
 


